
Play is the highest 
expression of human 
development in 
childhood, for it 
alone is the free 
expression of what 
is in a child's soul.

Friedrich Froebel 

4402 University Drive, Fairfax, Virginia 22030
703-993-5960         cdc.gmu.edu

The Child Development Center shares the mission of George Mason University, whereby we honor 
freedom of thought and expression while valuing our children and families first, framing 

innovation as our tradition, and embracing diversity as our strength.

CHILD DEVELOPMENT
CENTER

GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY



Mason pre-service teachers 
and faculty are frequently
hosted in classrooms enabling
us to actively support future
educators and cutting-
edge research in the field
of early childhood.

Kids Club provides fun
and engaging activities for

children in Kindergarten through third
grades during select Fairfax
County School breaks and

summer vacation.

Learning is documented
through photos, narratives, and
hands-on experience to illustrate

the unique development of
each child.

If a child can't learn the 
way we teach, then

we should teach
the way he

learns.
Ignacio

Estrada

WHOLE FOOD
NUTRITION

We offer both regular and 
vegetarian menus, with an 
emphasis on locally sourced 
produce and daily prepared recipes 
to provide balanced, whole food 
nutrition to children and staff.

ENGAGE - NURTURE - DEVELOP

WHAT SETS US APART

Based in philosophies of the Developmental-Interaction Approach and emergent 
curriculum, our program facilitates growth and learning through hands-on, 
nature-based play experiences that address the needs of the whole child.

The George Mason University Child Development Center is a VADSS 
licensed and NAEYC accredited early childhood education program for 
children 2-5 years of age. We provide an emergent curriculum that 
enables us to plan intentional learning environments and scaffold activities 
based on the needs, skills, and interests of the children we serve. 

Through nature-based play, mind-body activities, and 
an emphasis on social-emotional learning, we support 
children's well-being from the inside-out while fostering 
a community of kindness and compassion toward the 
environment and others.

We support Mason's sustainability mission through 
gardening, composting, and rain-water recycling. 
Our garden builds community while teaching children 
first-hand about the origins of nutritious food.

Valued partnerships across campus enhance our educational 
program with innovative experiences representing the 
global University and diverse spirit of Mason.


